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very clumsy: the end of it being that I had to pass two days in this wretched little place.
At last, just when I was starting again, an outrider came
up announcing the  Emperor's  approach,   and I took the
liberty of stopping his carriage to let him know the accident
jj                   which had befallen me.     He laughed at it, took back the
I                  letter for the Empress, and went on.   I followed him to Saint-
I                   Cloud, and having placed the portfolios in the hands of the
:                   private secretary, I went to my mother at Paris.
I resumed my duties of aide-de-camp to Marshal Auge-reau.    It was easy work, for it consisted in passing a week or two out of every month at La Houssaye, where we led I                   a very merry  life.    So  passed  the summer  and  autumn.
I                   During this time the Emperor's policy was leading up to new
|                   events and new tempests, which went near to engulf me in
i                   their terrible commotions, insignificant as I was, and think-
ing in my careless youth of nothing but enjoying life after having -seen death so near.
fbe to that the delay which had ruined their best clothes.
